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(57) ABSTRACT

A system and method for establishing and provisioning a new
Internet Video Link (IVL) category. The new IVL category
has video content located on a local device as well as retrieved
from any internet URL provided by a user. The IVL category
is built in the background and contains a category as a direc-
tory of video content and channels as sub-directories contain-
ing subsets of the category’s video content. The user may
carry out keyword searching video content to establish a mix
of video content concatenated into a single mix channel.
Alternatively, the mix channel may be provisioned by locat-
ing and mixing together video content that has similar meta-
data tags associated with the user preferred video content.
The user may also receive recommendations for IVL content.
This abstract is not to be considered limiting, since other
embodiments may deviate from the features described in this
abstract.

30 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
INDIVIDUAL INTERNET VIDEO LINK
CHANNEL

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
DOCUMENTS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/657,061 filed Jan. 13, 2010 which is related
to and claims priority benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent
Application 61/251,061 filed Oct. 13,2009, both of which are
hereby incorporated herein by reference.

COPYRIGHT AND TRADEMARK NOTICE

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document con-
tains material which is subject to copyright protection. The
copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile reproduc-
tion of the patent document or the patent disclosure, as it
appears in the Patent and Trademark Office patent file or
records, but otherwise reserves all copyright rights whatso-
ever. Trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

BACKGROUND

The internet has experienced an exponential growth of
users due to the arrival of web 2.0. Web 2.0 is different from
web 1.0 in many ways. One of the most distinctive difference
is that web 2.0, for the first time, gives control to the users.
This control enables user to generate and participate in the
content creation and development of the internet. The users
not only have control, but also ownership of their work.

As we move forward into an era of IPTV (Internet Protocol
Television), this explosive growth of television viewers who
are internet users are attempting to apply their internet expe-
rience to television viewing. As such, more users are coming
to demand the experience in television viewing that they are
used to on the internet, such as access to an ocean of digital
media content.

Internet Video Link (IVL—for example Sony Corpora-
tion’s commercially available BIVL™ or Bravia™ Internet
Video Link, trademark of Sony Corporation) is a video
streaming device that is able to connect to a multitude of
servers in varying locations in order to provide television
services via the internet. IVL provides a channel for the
provisioning and enjoyment of internet television on any [VL
capable video display device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Certain illustrative embodiments illustrating organization
and method of operation, together with objects and advan-
tages may be best understood by reference detailed descrip-
tion that follows taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an exemplary Internet Video Link
service interaction consistent with certain embodiments of
the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of exemplary input mechanisms for an
Internet Video Link service consistent with certain embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an exemplary Internet Video Link
service provision configuration consistent with certain
embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram for depicting an illustrative pro-
cess for establishing IVL service channel offerings available
to a user consistent with certain embodiments of the present
invention.
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FIG. 5 is a flow diagram for depicting an illustrative pro-
cess for establishing custom and mix IVL service channel
offerings consistent with certain embodiments of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

While this invention is susceptible of embodiment in many
different forms, there is shown in the drawings and will herein
be described in detail specific embodiments, with the under-
standing that the present disclosure of such embodiments is to
be considered as an example of the principles and not
intended to limit the invention to the specific embodiments
shown and described. In the description below, like reference
numerals are used to describe the same, similar or corre-
sponding parts in the several views of the drawings.

The terms “a” or “an”, as used herein, are defined as one, or
more than one. The term “plurality”, as used herein, is defined
as two, or more than two. The term “another”, as used herein,
is defined as at least a second or more. The terms “including”
and/or “having”, as used herein, are defined as comprising
(i.e., open language). The term “coupled”, as used herein, is
defined as connected, although not necessarily directly, and
not necessarily mechanically. The term “program” or “com-
puter program” or similar terms, as used herein, is defined as
a sequence of instructions designed for execution on a com-
puter system. A “program”, or “computer program”, or
“application” or “app” or the like may include a subroutine, a
function, a procedure, an object method, an object implemen-
tation, in an executable application, an applet, a servlet, a
source code, an object code, a shared library/dynamic load
library and/or other sequence of instructions designed for
execution on a computer system.

Reference throughout this document to “one embodi-
ment”, “certain embodiments”, “an embodiment” or similar
terms means that a particular feature, structure, or character-
istic described in connection with the embodiment is included
in at least one embodiment of the present invention. Thus, the
appearances of such phrases in various places throughout this
specification are not necessarily all referring to the same
embodiment. Furthermore, the particular features, structures,
or characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner in
one or more embodiments without limitation.

The term “or” as used herein is to be interpreted as an
inclusive or meaning any one or any combination. Therefore,
“A, B or C” means “any of the following: A; B; C; Aand B; A
and C; B and C; A, B and C”. An exception to this definition
will occur only when a combination of elements, functions,
steps or acts are in some way inherently mutually exclusive.

Software and/or firmware embodiments may be imple-
mented using one or more programmed processors executing
programming instructions that in certain instances are
broadly described above in flow chart form that can be stored
on any suitable electronic or computer readable storage
medium (such as, for example, disc storage, Read Only
Memory (ROM) devices, Random Access Memory (RAM)
devices, network memory devices, optical storage elements,
magnetic storage elements, magneto-optical storage ele-
ments, flash memory, core memory and/or other equivalent
volatile and non-volatile storage technologies) and/or can be
transmitted over any suitable electronic communication
medium. However, those skilled in the art will appreciate,
upon consideration of the present teaching, that the processes
described above can be implemented in any number of varia-
tions and in many suitable programming languages without
departing from embodiments of the present invention. For
example, the order of certain operations carried out can often
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be varied, additional operations can be added or operations
can be deleted without departing from certain embodiments
of'the invention. Error trapping can be added and/or enhanced
and variations can be made in user interface and information
presentation without departing from certain embodiments of
the present invention. Such variations are contemplated and
considered equivalent.

Content may be embodied as any or all audio, video, mul-
timedia or interactive data that may be encoded with enter-
tainment, training, artistic, textual, or experimental subject
matter that is created for playback in modes such as compact
disc (CD), digital versatile disc (DVD), high definition DVD
(HD-DVD), Blu-ray Disc (BD) of any suitable format, tape,
Internet streams or downloads, handheld players, computer
storage media or any other suitable playable modes.

The explosive growth of television viewing on the internet
has given rise to the increasing presence of internet television
capability in individual and group viewing locations, such as
homes or bars that provide televised entertainment in non-
limiting examples. As more users come to demand the video
experience that they are accustomed to on the Internet, such as
access to a tremendous variety and quantity of digital media
content, the need for video entertainment devices that may
present not only broadcast media entertainment but also digi-
tal video content from the Internet has become increasingly
prevalent.

In an exemplary fashion one solution is to utilize the Tele-
vision (TV) as the video entertainment display device and to
open the TV to the world of internet digital content in the
broadest manner possible. One of the issues with offering a
robust internet communication experience on a television,
even an HD television, is that historically a television is
configured as a device into which content is received with
limited capability to communicate from the television back to
the broadcaster. Although television remote control devices
are smart devices that can, and do, relay commands from a
user through the television and back to the broadcaster of
content, there is typically a very limited ability to such infor-
mation as the URL ofan internet location from which the user
would like to receive content. To implement this type of
function most efficiently would, in all likelihood, require the
inclusion of an alphanumeric keyboard on the remote control
device and would require users to upgrade both their existing
remotes and the ability of the television set to collect and
transmit alphanumeric information to a broadcaster.

In Sony’s current (as of this writing) BIVL (Bravia Internet
Video Link) enabled television sets, the internet content avail-
able is controlled by Sony’s BIVL network which monitors
content delivery quality and establishes menu entries on the
television set (as described in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/151,619 filed May 8, 2008 to Mehta which is hereby
incorporated by reference. This provides the user with a selec-
tion of television content from which the user can select
desired programming from the list provided on the menu. No
provision is currently available for direct entry of a URL or
search keywords in the manner conventionally permitted by a
web browser. Thus, the content available is limited in scope,
but quality controlled.

Attempting to implement this type of functionality, which
is very much like attaching computer input methodology to a
television set, would require not only an investment by a
broadcaster in new processors and information processing
software, but would also require the users to upgrade televi-
sion sets and remote controls to be able to use the new capa-
bilities. Most users would be unwilling to replace a perfectly
functioning television set and remote control simply to
change the input capability when most of the content received
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by auser is deemed satisfactory. However, internet television
capability is also deemed desirable by most users, as seen by
the explosive growth of such websites as YouTube®, Hulu-
.com™, and website offerings of television programs from
each of the major networks.

To provide users with a means of utilizing existing equip-
ment, and thus saving the investment in existing television
equipment, while presenting users with the rich content avail-
able on the internet is the goal of the internet television
industry. A part of that solution is the creation of Internet
Video Link service that presents the user with the ability to
input an internet URL using existing television equipment
through an Internet Video Link service presented to the user
by the television content provider.

Implementing this service offering provides a way for
users to create an Internet Video Link that creates a category
for an internet service category and provisions subcategories
of'such service as channels in a dynamic, real-time manner. In
a non-limiting example, one such service provider is the
Bravia Internet Video Link (BIVL) offered to owners of Bra-
via brand TV devices manufactured by Sony. Currently, the
BIVL service offered by Sony provides users with channels
comprising digital content from the internet through the IPTV
infrastructure on the Bravia TV device. The increased capa-
bility ofthe BIVL service provides the user with the control to
configure and provision service channels for digital content
that is of interest to the individual user, provide the option to
view, mix, and compare such digital content, and yet continue
to maintain the update, maintenance, presentation, and con-
tent provisioning with the Sony BIVL Service Manager.

Turning now to FIG. 1 (viewed in conjunction with FIG. 2),
consistent with certain embodiments of the invention this
figure presents an exemplary view of one possible system
configuration for the IVL system. In this exemplary configu-
ration, the internet 100 is not only the pass through medium
that provides for communication between any user interac-
tion 116 at one end, and the IVL, Manager 108 at the other end,
but also the storehouse of much of the digital video content
that is made available to the user at the video display device,
such as a TV. The user submits requests and commands
through user interaction 116 with an IVL receiver device 112
which may an integral component of a TV 216, such as, in a
non-limiting example, the Bravia IVL, or a computer 204,
game console 208, handheld device 212, or any other device
that is utilized by a user as the display device for the digital
content to be provided by the IVL. The IVL receiver 112
submits requests for channel and content provisioning and
access to the IVL Manager 108 through an Internet 100 con-
nection. The IVL. Manager 108 is operative to communicate
with an IVL, Aggregator 104 to retrieve any desired content
that has been communicated to a user as available for view-
ing. In addition, the IVL Manager 108 may issue commands
to the IVL Receiver device 112 to search any file system
maintained within the IVL Receiver device 112 to locate any
folders containing digital video content that is specified by
the user in any provisioning or update request.

Turning now to FIG. 2, consistent with certain example
embodiments of the invention this figure presents a diagram
of exemplary input mechanisms for an IVL service. In an
exemplary embodiment, the IVL Service 200, which com-
prises the IVL Aggregator 104 and IVL, Manager 108, may be
in communication with the user through any of a plurality of
video display devices. These devices may include such
devices as, in anon-limiting example, a Braviabrand TV 216,
a computer 204, game console 208, handheld device 212, or
any other device that is utilized by a user as the display device
for the digital content to be provided by the IVL. The video
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display device is operative to communicate with the IVL
Service to relay requests for IVL channel provisioning or
updates to existing IVL categories or channels already avail-
able to the user.

Turning to FIG. 3, an exemplary Internet Video Link ser-
vice provision configuration is presented. In this exemplary
diagram, the IVL Service 200 receives user commands, con-
trols, and requests 304 from the IVL Receiver 112. In a
non-limiting example, requests from the user may include
requests for new categories of video entertainment content.
The IVL Service 200 may provide, without any specific
request or command from a user, both commercial 308 and
internet channels 312 that are available from an IVL Aggre-
gator 104 and these channels are provisioned and maintained
by the IVL system for immediate use at the video display
device (204, 208, 212, 216). The IVL Service 200 is also
active to receive requests from a user to create and provision
user specific content on a user channel such as user channel 1
316 created by the IVL Service for the user. Any of a plurality
of'user channels may be created as a result of requests by the
user 304, such as user channels 1 316 through n 320. In an
exemplary embodiment, the IVL Service 200 may also utilize
metadata associated with an indicated category to create and
provision a user IVL. Mix channel 324. Such a user IVL Mix
channel 324 will provide the creation of a sorted or catego-
rized IVL content based upon preferred categories or key-
words provided by a user. In this manner, the user IVL. Mix
channel 324 may present a “best-of” channel, or present a mix
of video content that is specific to the interests of the user.

Turning now to FIG. 4, in an exemplary embodiment, the
creation of'a user requested IVL channel begins with a request
from a registered user that initiates the IVL Service Manager
400. In a non-limiting example, the user may enter a channel
or Internet domain name (URL) using the input mechanism
associated with the video display device in use 404. Upon
input of the channel or URL, the IVL Service Manager 400
initiates a background process that begins a scan of the root
directory of the given domain for media content folder names
or files 408. By way of example, a user may input the domain
name “www.crunchyroll.com” as the desired location for
media content. The IVL service background process may
then build an IVL service category of “crunchyroll” and cre-
ate subcategories for each media folder found at the URL 412.
During this process, the user may continue to view any media
content that was being displayed on the video display device
as the service operates in the background to build both the
category and channels associated with the user request 416.

The IVL service process determines whether the category
build is complete 420 and, if completed, will prompt the user
to submit a request to refresh the IVL service 424 in order to
include the newly completed user category for availability to
the user. If the build is not yet complete 420, the process will
continue in the background until all content has been located
and included in the category.

If the user chooses not to send a refresh IVL request, the
IVL service will continue to provide the IVL channels cur-
rently available to the user 436 and set a flag to refresh the
service selections the next time the service performs an auto-
matic internet update 428. If the internet auto refresh has
occurred, the new IVL Service channel offering is available to
the user 432 and provides the user with the ability to view all
categorized channel selections including the new IVL chan-
nels 436.

Turning now to FIG. 5, in an exemplary embodiment, the
user may also submit keywords after the creation of IVL
service channels containing content of interest to the user. In
this exemplary embodiment user a first inputs one or more
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IVL channel service requests 500 to create new or update
existing IVL service channels. Once all requests for new IVL
channels have been processed 504, the IVL Service Manager
108 determines whether the videos provisioned with each
IVL channel have “category” metadata provided by a website
that hosts the provisioned videos 508. This “category” meta-
data is characterized by folder structures into which the host
website may have stored and referenced the video content.
The IVL Service Manager 108 also determines whether the
user has input “keywords” to associate the desired video
content with the IVL channel 508. When the IVL Service
Manager 108 determines that either “category” metadata or
input user “keywords” is available, the retrieved video con-
tent is sorted and used to create a mix channel of offerings
based upon the preferred metadata categories or user keyword
input 512.

Also, in an exemplary embodiment, the IVL Service 200
may recommend video content to a user that is similar to that
content that is provisioned in one or more mix IVL channels
516. In a non-limiting example, the recommendation of con-
tent may be implemented by having user A creating a BIVL
video service based on a URL domain name (ie: crunchy-
roll.com), the harvested metadata such as categories (drama,
action, Korean, etc) and entered “key words” will be stored
into a database. After use A has completed this action a new
user B may create a different BIVL video service based on a
URL domain name that has similar videos based on category
metadata or keywords similar to crunchyroll.com. The BIVL
video will create a “recommendation message” that will
appear to user A suggesting a similar, already-existing BIVL.
video list and its URL domain crunchyroll.com with an
option to add the channel 520. With social networking incor-
poration in the IVL service offering, user a can share his/her
created BIVL list to the world after it has been created. User
A can limit or restrict sharing of his/her newly created BIVL
video service. When user B see this recommendation mes-
sage, user B may simply select that BIVL video service by
user A from a list of similar user-created BIVL services and is
automatically added to his’her BIVL list on the next “Internet
Refresh” from the TV 524. User B may also rate the BIVL
video service created by user A with a rating system in which
the higher the number of stars given by user B the higher user
B recommends this BIVL video service created by user A.
The system may then refresh automatically and continue
operation 528.

In one embodiment consistent with the present invention a
method and system for a method of establishing an Internet
Video Link (IVL) service category in which a user request is
communicated to an IVL service manager to create a new
service category at the user site by entering a service category
name or User Resource Locator (URL) via an input device
associated with a video display device controlled by the user.
The service provider then may establish the new service cat-
egory as a background process wherein the new service cat-
egory is created using the input service category name or
URL and provision the new service category with video con-
tent from user local and internet sources of video content. The
IVL service may then refresh the IVL service automatically
to include access to the new IVL service category on the user
video display device.

In an additional embodiment consistent with the present
invention the service category may comprise a directory and
sub-directory hierarchy for provisioning the requested video
content in this hierarchical fashion. Additionally, the creation
and maintenance of the IVL service category for each user is
provided by an IVL service provider where the service pro-
vider may be the Bravia™ IVL service. The user may also
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input keywords for use in searching for video content asso-
ciated with each keyword, and the search for video content
will include the internet, directories on local user storage
devices, and other provisioned IVL categories. The video
content data from all internet, local, and previously provi-
sioned IVL categories may be mixed together to form a sepa-
rate mix [VL category consistent with input user keywords,
and the IVL service provider utilizes metadata associated
with requested internet video content sources to establish a
user preferred category of video content. The video content
data consistent with auser preferred category of video content
from all internet, local, and previously provisioned IVL cat-
egories is mixed together to form a separate mix IVL category
consistent with the established user preferred category. The
video display device at the user location may comprise any of
a television, computer monitor, game console, or handheld
device. In addition, the IVL category may be associated with
an Internet URL or computer system folder, and sub-directo-
ries may be associated with IVL channels.

Thus, a method for establishing an Internet Video Link
(IVL) service category involves communicating a user
request to an IVL service manager to create a new service
category at the user site; entering a service category name or
User Resource Locator (URL) via an input device associated
with a video display device controlled by the user; establish-
ing the new service category as a background process wherein
the new service category is created using the input service
category name or URL; provisioning the new service cat-
egory with video content from user local and internet sources
of video content; and refreshing the IVL service automati-
cally to include access to the new IVL service category on the
user video display device.

In certain implementations, the service category comprises
a directory and sub-directory hierarchy for provisioning the
requested video content. In certain implementations, the cre-
ation and maintenance of the IVL service category for each
user is provided by an IVL service provider. In certain imple-
mentations, the IVL service provider comprises at least the
Bravia IVL service. In certain implementations, the user may
input keywords for use in searching for video content asso-
ciated with each keyword, and wherein the search for video
content comprises the internet, directories on local user stor-
age devices, and other provisioned IVL categories. In certain
implementations, video content data from all internet, local,
and previously provisioned IVL categories is mixed together
to form a separate mix IVL category consistent with input
user keywords. In certain implementations, the IVL service
provider utilizes metadata associated with requested internet
video content sources to establish a user preferred category of
video content. In certain implementations, video content data
consistent with a user preferred category of video content
from all internet, local, and previously provisioned IVL cat-
egories is mixed together to form a separate mix IVL category
consistent with the established user preferred category. In
certain implementations, the video display device comprises
any of a television, computer monitor, game console, or hand-
held device. In certain implementations, the IVL category is
associated with an Internet URL or computer system folder
and sub-directories are associated with IVL channels.

An example system for establishing an Internet Video Link
(IVL) service category has a processor for communicating a
user requestto an IVL service manager to create a new service
category at the user site. A video display device is controlled
by a user, wherein the user enters a service category name or
User Resource Locator (URL) via an input device associated
with the video display device. A processor is operative to
instantiate a background process to establish the new service
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category created using the input service category name or
URL. The processor is also operative to provision the new
service category with video content from user local and inter-
net sources of video content. The video display device pro-
vides access to the new IVL service category after an auto-
matic refresh action by the processor to present the new [VL
service category to the user.

In certain implementations, the new service category com-
prises a directory and sub-directory hierarchy for provision-
ing the requested video content. In certain implementations,
the creation and maintenance of the IVL service category for
each user is provided by an IVL service provider server. In
certain implementations, the IVL service provider comprises
at least the Bravia IVL service. In certain implementations,
the user may input keywords using an input device associated
with a user video display device for use in searching for video
content associated with each keyword, and wherein the
search for video content comprises the internet, directories on
local user storage devices, and other provisioned IVL catego-
ries. In certain implementations, video content data from all
internet, local, and previously provisioned IVL categories is
mixed together to form a separate mix IVL category consis-
tent with input user keywords. In certain implementations, the
IVL service provider utilizes metadata associated with
requested internet video content sources to establish a user
preferred category of video content. In certain implementa-
tions, video content data consistent with a user preferred
category of video content from all internet, local, and previ-
ously provisioned IVL categories is mixed together to form a
separate mix IVL category consistent with the established
user preferred category. In certain implementations, the video
display device comprises any of a television, computer moni-
tor, game console, or handheld device. In certain implemen-
tations, the IVL category is associated with an Internet URL
or computer system folder and sub-directories are associated
with IVL channels.

A computer readable storage medium consistent with cer-
tain implementations stores instructions which, when
executed on one or more programmed processors, carry out a
process for establishing an Internet Video Link (IVL) service
category, where the instructions call for communicating a
user requestto an IVL service manager to create a new service
category at the user site; entering a service category name or
User Resource Locator (URL) via an input device associated
with a video display device controlled by the user; establish-
ing the new service category as abackground process wherein
the new service category is created using the input service
category name or URL; provisioning the new service cat-
egory with video content from user local and internet sources
of video content; and refreshing the IVL service automati-
cally to include access to the new IVL service category on the
user video display device.

In certain implementations, the service category comprises
a directory and sub-directory hierarchy for provisioning the
requested video content. In certain implementations, the cre-
ation and maintenance of the IVL service category for each
user is provided by an IVL service provider. In certain imple-
mentations, the IVL service provider comprises at least the
Bravia™ IVL service. In certain implementations, the user
may input keywords for use in searching for video content
associated with each keyword, and wherein the search for
video content comprises the internet, directories on local user
storage devices, and other provisioned IVL categories. In
certain implementations, video content data from all internet,
local, and previously provisioned IVL categories is mixed
together to form a separate mix IVL category consistent with
input user keywords. In certain implementations, the IVL
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service provider utilizes metadata associated with requested
internet video content sources to establish a user preferred
category of video content. In certain implementations, video
content data consistent with a user preferred category of video
content from all internet, local, and previously provisioned
IVL categories is mixed together to form a separate mix IVL
category consistent with the established user preferred cat-
egory. In certain implementations, the video display device
comprises any of a television, computer monitor, game con-
sole, or handheld device. In certain implementations, the IVL,
category is associated with an Internet URL or computer
system folder, and sub-directories are associated with IVL,
channels.

While certain illustrative embodiments have been
described, it is evident that many alternatives, modifications,
permutations and variations will become apparent to those
skilled in the art in light of the foregoing description.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for establishing an Internet Video Link (IVL)
service category, comprising:

receiving a request from a user device over an Internet

connection at an IVL service manager to create a new
service category for use of the category at a user site, the
request being a category name or a URL;

at the IVL service manager, establishing the new service

category,

using the IVL service manager, provisioning the new ser-

vice category with video content from at least internet
sources of video content;

the IVL service manager provisioning the new service

category with video content by instructing a content
aggregator to aggregate the video content and providing
the new service category to the user device;

providing access to the new service category after an auto-

matic refresh action to present the new service category
on the user device.

2. The method according to claim 1, where the service
category comprises a directory and sub-directory hierarchy
for provisioning the requested video content.

3. The method according to claim 1, where establishing the
new service category is a background process.

4. The method according to claim 3, where said IVL ser-
vice provider comprises at least the Bravia I[VL service.

5. The method according to claim 1, where the user may
input keywords for use in searching for video content asso-
ciated with each keyword, and where the search for video
content comprises the internet, directories on local user stor-
age devices, and other provisioned IVL categories.

6. The method according to claim 5, where video content
data from all internet, local, and previously provisioned IVL
categories is mixed together to form a separate mix IVL
category consistent with input user keywords.

7. The method according to claim 1, where the IVL service
provider utilizes metadata associated with requested internet
video content sources to establish a user preferred category of
video content.

8. The method according to claim 7, where video content
data consistent with auser preferred category of video content
from all internet, local, and previously provisioned IVL cat-
egories is mixed together to form a separate mix IVL category
consistent with the established user preferred category.

9. The method according to claim 1, where the video dis-
play device comprises any of a television, computer monitor,
game console, or handheld device.

10. The method according to claim 2, where the IVL cat-
egory is associated with an Internet URL or computer system
folder and sub-directories are associated with IVL channels.
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11. A system for establishing an Internet Video Link (IVL)
service category, comprising:

aprocessor configured for accessing instructions on a com-

puter memory, the instructions being executable by the
processor to communicate a request to an IVL service
manager to create a new service category for use thereof
at the user site, the request including a category name or
a URL;

a video display device;

the instructions being executable by the processor to:

instantiate a process to establish the new service category;

receive, from the IVL, service manager, the new service
category with video content from user local and internet
sources of video content;

causethe IVL service manager to provision the new service

category with video content from user local and Internet
sources of video content by instructing a content aggre-
gator remote from the processor and video display
device to aggregate the video content; and

provide access to the new IVL service category after an

automatic refresh action by the processor to present the
new VL service category on the video display device.

12. The system according to claim 11, where the new
service category comprises a directory and sub-directory
hierarchy for provisioning the requested video content.

13. The system according claim 11, where the processor
establishes the new service category using a background pro-
cess.

14. The system according claim 13, where said IVL service
provider comprises at least the Bravia IVL service.

15. The system according claim 11, wherein the instruc-
tions are executable to receive input of keywords from an
input device associated with a user video display device for
use in searching for video content associated with each key-
word, and where the search for video content comprises the
internet, directories on local user storage devices, and other
provisioned IVL categories.

16. The system according claim 15, where video content
data from all internet, local, and previously provisioned IVL
categories is mixed together to form a separate mix IVL
category consistent with input user keywords.

17. The system according claim 11, where the IVL service
provider utilizes metadata associated with requested internet
video content sources to establish a user preferred category of
video content.

18. The system according claim 17, where video content
data consistent with a user preferred category of video content
from all internet, local, and previously provisioned IVL cat-
egories is mixed together to form a separate mix IVL category
consistent with the established user preferred category.

19. The system according claim 11, where the video dis-
play device comprises any of a television, computer monitor,
game console, or handheld device.

20. The system according claim 12, where the IVL cat-
egory is associated with an Internet URL or computer system
folder and sub-directories are associated with IVL channels.

21. A computer memory that is not a transitory signal and
that comprises instructions executable by at least one proces-
sor for:

receiving a request from a user device over an Internet

connection at an Internet Video Link (IVL) service man-

ager to create a new service category for use thereof at a

user site, the request being a category name or a URL;
establishing the new service category;

provisioning from the IVL service manager to the user

device the new service category representing plural
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video content all in the new service category from at
least internet sources of video content;

provisioning the new service category at least in part by

instructing a content aggregator remote from the user
device to aggregate the video content into the new ser-
vice category; and

facilitate access to the new IVL service category by the user

device at least in part by automatically refreshing the
user device to present the new IVL service category on
the user device.

22. The computer memory according to claim 21, where
the service category comprises a directory and sub-directory
hierarchy for provisioning the requested video content.

23. The computer memory according to claim 21, where
the instructions are executable to establish the new service
category as a background process.

24. The computer memory according to claim 23, where
said [VL service provider comprises at least the Bravia™ VL
service.
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25. The computer memory according to claim 21, wherein 29

the instructions are executable to accept user input of key-
words for use in searching for video content associated with
each keyword, and where the search for video content com-
prises at least the Internet and directories on at least one
storage device of the user device.
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26. The computer memory according to claim 25, where
the instructions are executable to mix together video content
data from Internet, local, and previously provisioned IVL
categories to form a separate mix IVL category consistent
with input user keywords.

27. The computer memory according to claim 21, where
the instructions are executable to cause the IVL service pro-
vider to use metadata associated with requested internet video
content sources to establish a user preferred category of video
content.

28. The computer memory according to claim 27, where
the instructions are executable to mix together video content
data consistent with a user preferred category of video content
from all Internet, local, and previously provisioned IVL cat-
egories to form a separate mix IVL category consistent with
the established user preferred category.

29. The computer memory according to claim 21, where
the video display device comprises any of a television, com-
puter monitor, game console, or handheld device.

30. The computer memory according to claim 22, where
the IVL category is associated with an Internet URL or com-
puter system folder, and sub-directories are associated with
IVL channels.



